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the Peshwas at the foot of the Parvati Hill. Before the preliminaries
were settled, Mr. Hume, who was the life and soul of the move-
ment, went and saw Lord Dufferin and placed before him his ideas
of national regeneration. The Viceroy showed himself friendly and
sympathetic, and it was at his instance that Mr. Hume, who had put
social reform in the forefront of his programme, decided, in consul-
tation with his friends, to give the proposed organization a political
character. Lord Dufferin had pointed out the difficulty experienced
by Government in ascertaining the real wants and wishes of the
people, and had expressed his conviction that it would be very ad-
vantageous to have some responsible body through which the best
Indian opinion could be gathered. An omniscient bureaucracy had,
apparently, not then laid claim to an exclusive acquaintance with
the wants and feelings of the masses, nor, it seems, had anyone
thought of the mischievous consequences of subordinating social to
political reform! All this was left to latter-day critics, after the
Congress began to be troublesome and ceased to bask in the sun-
shine of official favour.
The policy of the Conference having been laid down, Mr. Hume
proceeded to England to try and secure the movement against mis-
representation and calumny. He saw many prominent men, among
them Lord Ripon, Lord Loreburn (then Mr. Robert Reid) and a
large number of members of the House of Commons. He received
assurances of sympathy from them, as well as from a section of the
Liberal Press, which promised to publish messages sent through the
agency of the Indian Telegraph Union, which had also been
established at about the same time in order to counteract the mis-
chievous activities of Reuter. When everything was satisfactorily
settled, Hume returned to India in October and found Poona busy
preparing for the great occasion. But it was destined that the historic
capital of the Deccan should not havfc the honour of holding the
first Congress in her midst. An outbreak of cholera occurred, and at
the eleventh hour the venue had to be changed. Bombay at once
came to the rescue, and promptly made the necessary arrangements.
The trustees of the Goculdas Tejpal Boarding School at Gowalia
Tank, of whom Telang was one, placed the spacious building at the
disposal of the organizers. By the 27th December, everything was